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Introduction to the Five Year Plan

INTRODUCTION

In 1995, Broward County amended its public
art  ordinance and published “Design
Broward.” The amended ordinance
focused the Public Art and Design (PAD)
program on design enhancements of
Broward County facilities. In the last six
years, arfists have improved building
lobbies, plazas, benches, streetscapes,
sidewalks, escalator spaces and storm water
retention areas. The art projects are at
various facilities such as parks, streefs,
lioraries, airports, seaports, community
centers, parking garages, arenas and
shelters.

With these successful experiences, the PAD
Committee and the Broward Cultural Affairs
Council (BCAC) decided to look toward the
next five years. During 2001, the PAD
Committee and staff formed a
subcommittee, consulted with artist advisors
and developed these goals.

In the fall of 2000, PAD program manager,
Glenn Weiss, prepared a needs assessment
that summarized all policy goals and any
existing unimplemented, but recommended
art projects. Cultural Affairs staff prepared
other reports on future capital projects in all
agencies and discussion papers on issues
such as education programs and
conservation.

In the winter of 2001, three teams of artists
advised the PAD Committee regarding
possible future directions of the program.
Helen and Newton Harrison of Del Mar,
California and Joseph Davoli of Davie,
Florida examined the environment through
the parks and waterways of Broward
County. Susan Snyder and Steven Izenour of
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania proposed
projects for roads throughout the county
and specific works for the Ft. Lauderdale /
Hollywood International Airport.  Roberto
Behar and Rosario Marquardt of Miami
Beach, Florida developed ideas for Port
Everglades. Each team visited Broward
County, interviewed key individuals, gave
public lectures and prepared written
recommendations.

On the following pages, the PAD
Committee  and BCAC  present its
recommended goals for the next five years.
With the County Administrator’s
concurrence, essential elements and goals
of the Five Year Plan will be incorporated
into the future Public Art and Design Annuall
Plans and Capital Improvement Programs
for consideration and appropriation by the
Broward County Board of County
Commissioners

Year Plan Goals: 2002-2006
Broward County Public Art and Design
Draft Date: 6/3/01






1. Celebrate and preserve the special resources in

Broward County

GOAL 1

Broward County has experienced explosive
growth during the last 50 years. In the very
near future, the non-Everglades part of the
county  wiill be 100% developed.
Redevelopment will be the only option for
continued growth. As a result, both today’s
limited natural areas and under-developed
urban zones are endangered. These areas
contain important qualities of life for all
Broward citizens. The preservation of these
qualities and places saves the history of
Broward for future generations.

Many governments and groups of people
have acknowledged this situation and are
taking actions. The first and second strategic
goals of the Broward County Board of
Commissioners speak to environmental
protection and urban renewal. Late in
2000, the citizens of Broward voted
overwhelming to expand the parks system
and to preserve natural areas. A greenway
system has been proposed to link much of
the natural environment before all the right-
of-ways are given over to other uses. The
Federal and State governments have
announced a multi-billion dollar program to
rejuvenate the Everglades and stabilize
water management for the future. The
State is spending milions of dollars to
ecologically restore the North Fork of the
New River. Our beaches require tons of
sand to be maintained as an enjoyable
place for citizens and tourists.

In older urban areas, existing structures are
threatened with demolition and
replacement with buildings of higher density
of uses. These buildings and places contain
the majority of the County’s history. The
Broward Historical Commission has just
started a program to map and physically
mark this history across Broward. FAU School
of Architecture and the City of Fort
Lauderdale have been convening
workshops and charettes to help shape the

future internal change of the City. The City
of Hollywood has set up a new CRA for the
beach to lead its alternations for the public
good.

EXAMPLES OF ART PROJECTS

In the next five years, the Public Art and
Design program sees an urgency to join
these initiatives and assist them through the
skills of talented artists and designers. This
contribution will not only be art objects, but
also inventive creations to lead the Broward
citizen to better appreciate these valuable
places and resources. Examples of projects
includes:

. Boardwalks and interpretative trails
through the natural preserves. (1)

J Towers or platforms fto view the
natural or urban lands. (1)

. Icons to mark historic events and
places.

. Restoration of habitats. (1)

. Large art projects made of the

materials and infrastructure of the
landscape, roadway edges and
bike paths to enhance environments
and sef the standard for quality

. Video and digital artworks displayed
at the airport, seaport and on the
Internet to explain and interpret the
resources for our visitors and tfourists
(1.2,3)

NEW METHODS

In order to find the best methods to achieve
this goal, the Public Art and Design program
will instifute new ways fo envision and
acquire the best art projects for the

appropriate  environment. Examples
include:
. International design competitions

would discover new artistic ideas
and design solutions and present
visions for the future.
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Invitational  design  competitions
would bring a small group of artists
the county fo find special projects
and places. The artists  would
propose sites with art  proposals.
Only the best would be built.

“Think tanks” with artists, neighbors
and scienfists would be held over
several months to seek unique
solutions to special circumstances
like the North Fork of the New River
or Everglades Levy.

“Platforms” or “spaces” for
temporary  artworks would be
designed and  build. These

“platforms” could be video walls,
billboards and internet websites

OVERALL PRIORITIES

As the County chooses among potential
new art projects, two priorities shall be
considered.

1.

Projects that have a urgency to act
now, either due to
(a.) the potential loss of a resource
or

(b.) the existence of a positive
political momentum that brings
many  agencies  and people
together around an idea.

Projects that truly engage the
resident and visitor with those places
that exemplify the unique qualities of
Broward County.

*Note: Numbers in parenthesis “(#)” indicate response
to specific 2001 Strategic Goals of Broward County



2. Through collaboration, expand the access to and
impact of artworks and excellent design
throughout the county.

GOAL 2

The Broward County Public Art and Design
program is the sole program of its type in
Broward County. Public art projects are
sponsored by the State of Florida Art in State
Buildings Program and by specific purchases
by city commissions for parficular places.
The DDA in Fort Lauderdale sponsors
program of temporary outdoor sculptures
on display. Neighborhood associations
occasionally raise funds for a new public
artwork and some developers use art as a
development amenity. If Broward County is
to be befter served by the aesthetic
enhancements and works of talented artists
and designers, other agencies must get
involved.

When looking across the United States at
other counties, frequently multiple
governments and agencies have public art
programs. Cities, hospital districts, school
districts and fransit agencies are common
sponsors of public art on a regular basis. In
some cifies, neighborhood  granting
programs exists in which art is a legal
expendifure. The multiple public art
programs of metropolitan areas such as
Seafttle/King County, Portland/Multnomah
County and  Chicago/Cook  County
contribute  substantially fo their civic
reputation and quality of life.

ENCOURAGE NEW PUBLIC ART PROGRAMS

The Public Art and Design program plans to
collaborate with private and non-profit
organizations and various governments in
hopes of encouraging new programs
throughout the county. One PAD initiative
to foster collaboration is via an annual “call
for collaboration” among these groups. The
PAD Committee could set aside funds that
would be used to sponsor art projects with
other organizations either with or without
matching funds. The organizations would
be responsible for all management, but the

PAD would assist in project development,
artist selection and contracting. Examples
include:

e Artworks and artist residencies in
Hospitals

o Arf kiosks with cultural institutions

e Design competitions for community
visioning

o Artworks with new city facilities
sponsored by the Parks Bond
program.
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ON-GOING CALL FOR COLLABORATION:
BROWARD COUNTY AGENCIES

In the six years since the Broward County
Board of County Commissioners substantially
amended the Public Art and Design
ordinance, many artworks have been
integrated info the architectural design of
buildings and places. As a result, several
agencies have come to understand the
ability of the PAD Program to contribute to
the quality of their facilities and their mission
and goals.

At a minimum through the required PAD
Annual Plan, the PAD Committee will seek
collaborations with other agencies. The
committee will ask agencies to examine
their programs, facilities and objectives for
possible collaborations. The PAD staff will
present possibilities fo the agency through
individual annual meetings with appropriate
division directors, outreach coordinators,
community relations specialists, facility
managers and construction managers.
Through the 2002 strategic goals of the
Commission and a variety of agency
conversations, the PAD Committee has
become interested in  collaboration
regarding the following new initiatives and
projects.

J Parks Bond: Especially Natural
Preserves (1)

. Vista View Park (Formerly the
Davie Landfill
Redevelopment) (1)

. Unincorporated Areas
Improvement Programs (2)

. Transit Hub Development (4)

*Note: Numbers in parenthesis “(#)” indicate response
to specific 2001 Strategic Goals of Broward County
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